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COMMON:

Isaac Davis Trail

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Acton Trail

[~LOCAT~0N . . .~ ~.. ~ Congressional District .3.~ ‘..~:• :....

STREET AND NUMBER:

Hayward Street, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Stre

- CITY OR TOWN: StrawberryHili Road, Barrett’s Mill Road, Barnes Hill
Acton, Concord
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Massachusetts CODE COUNTY:

~J25 Middlesex
CODE
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fi Private Residence
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fi Scientific

~::TOWNER ~F.PROPERTY . . . .:.. .:
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Cambridge Massachusetts 025
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Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth

DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 fi Federal ~ State fi County fi Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary, State House
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Boston . Massachusetts 1025
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(Check One)

0 Exc.Ilent ~ Good fi Fair fi Det.rorot.d 0 Ruins 0 Unexpos.d

• (Check One) • • ( Check On.)

~J Altered fi Unaltered 0 Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The historic area of the Isaac Davis Trail consists of roadways owned
by the Towns of Acton and Concord and of two easementsover private propert
owned by the Town of Acton. Even though much of the route is over tarred
roads, the six—mile Trail gives the impression of remaining just as it was
on April 19, 1775, when Captain Davis led the Acton Compnay from his home
to the Muster Field in Concord. The Trail gives this impression because
the roads are lined by stone walls, woods and flora, and house are set well
back.

The Trail from Captain Da’~is’ House in Acton moves in a northeasterly
direction one and one—quarter miles along Hayward Street, Musket Drive,
Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane and Main Street. It then turns and moves mor
easterly, one and one-half miles over the cart path and town easement to
Strawberry Hill Road. Here it turns again and moves in a southerly direc-
tion for one and three-quarters miles along Strawberry Hill Road to Barrett s
Mill Road, where it runs more easterly fo~ three—quarters of a mile into
Concord to Lowell Road. It then crosses Lowell Road and continues east/sou h—ni
east for three—quarters of a mile along Barnes Hill Road, crossing Liberty rn
Street to the Muster Field at the North Bridge.
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~SIGNIFICANCE • • . - . . . • • . •. ~•.-. •. . . . ~ .....~. ~ ...

PERIOD (Check One or More a. Appropriate)

0 Pre-Colucnbian D 16th C.ntury ~ 18th Century fi 20th Century

0 15th Century 0 17th Century fi 19th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aC Appropriate)

Aboriginal 0 Education 0 Politicol - 0 Urban Planning
o Pr.historic fl Engineering fi Religion/Phi 12 Other (Specify)

- fi Historic fl Industry . • losophy holiday observance
o Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science

0 Archlt.ctui-e fi Landscape 0 Sculpture _______________________

0 Art Architecture 0 Social/Human -_______________________

fi Commerce 0 LR.roture itorion _______________________

0 Communications ~ Military 0 Theater _______________________

0 Conservation o Music ~ Transportation _______________________

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Isaac Davis Trail is important both historically and symbolicall
It is the route the Acton Company took on April 19, 1775, from Captain
Isaac Davis’ House (still staniing) to the Muster Field near the Concord •iv~
Here the men from the “Eighteen Towns” met to make the forward move acros

z the Old North Eri’dg~ which be~anthe American Revolution. When flames ro e

0 from Concord Village, it was Isaac Davis who gave the famous answer to Ma or
Hosmer’s question. Hosiaer asked, “Will you let the town burn?” Davis

I— replied, “1 have not a man who is afraid to go.” And he proved it by
leading the Acton Company at the head of the line marching to the Bridge

U and being”the first to fall” of Longfellow’s “Midnight Ride of Paul Reve e..’

The exact path of the historic march was mapped in 1896 by the son o
a vetera~iof the “Concord Fight;’ whose father had taken him over the same

I— route. Today thousands gather at Davis’ House each year on the morning
_ of Patriot’s Day. Leaving at the time Davis started, they trudge the six

miles to the Muster Field to re—enact the deeds of the Acton Company.
.And Acton reminds the world with each re—enactment that on that famous da

— ~her men were “Not afraid to go.” -
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Maps
Miscellaneous maps of Concord. MassachusettsState Archives.

Replica of the line of March of the Acton Minutemen, April 19, 1775.
Old North Bridge Society, Albert Woods Testimony. ~Tu1~i iP~

~O GEOGRAPHICAL OATA —

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFiNING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

R
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

NW

NE

SE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

42 29’ 38 •

42 ° 29’ 38

42 ° 28 ‘ 04 •

Degrees Minutes Seconds

71 ° 25 ‘ 00 •

71 ° 23 ‘ 06
71 ° 23 • 06

Degrees Minutes Seconds

° •
• - . -

:

Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 - -

-•.

SW 42 ° 28 ‘ 04 • ~l ° 2’ ‘ -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PR~PER~”,~ 10.4 Acres (approx.)
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTiES OVERLAPP1NG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY

STATE:

STATE:

JNTY:

COUNTY:
. :_ • ‘-

-. . ~

STATE:

~~.~F.ORM_PREPA
1

NAME AND TITLE:

Richard W. Hale, Jr., Acting rh~i-r1-I-tan

ORGANIZATION
.

- • ••:.~ ~.•-

DATE

MassachusettsHistorical Commission •

!
12/14/71

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretary, State House
CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

STATE • CODE

d25
STATE LIA1SON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 ION : ~- . ~.: NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. • .

Chief, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeperof The National Register

Date

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria snd procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National ~( State ~ Local ~

Name\~L~Y ~
(J JOHN F. 1X. DAVOREN

Secretary of the Commonwealth
Title _____________________________________

Massachusetts Historical
Commission

Date December 28, 1971
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Letter to Lemuell Shattuck, Esq. of Boston from Josiah Adams, Esq. of
Framninghain. Boston: Dainrell and Moore Printers, 1850.

Deposition of Solomon Smith, Middlesex County, July 10, 1835.

Tourtellot, Arthur B. Lexington and Concord. New York: w.w. Norton, l~
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COMMON: Isaac Davis Trail

AND/OR HISTORIC: Acton Trail

[~‘LocATION —

STREET ANDNUMBER:Hayward Street, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane,

Main Street, Strawberry Hill Road, Barrett’s Mill Road, Barnes Hill Road
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Anton, Concord

Massachusetts
[ CODE COUNTY:

(025 Middlesex

CODE

017
~APREFERENCF
SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. Concord Maynard

iCAt,~:l: 24 000

DATE: 1958 1965

1~ME~T5~. ....~.,.: ...,..... ....,.......~....:.:.>.....,.. ~ i,.~•... ~ .......~ .......,

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Middlesex
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COMMON: Isaac Davis Trail
AND/OR HISTORIC: Acton Trail

1~LOCAT1OH

TREETA.NDNUMBERHayward Street, Musket Drive, Minuteman Road, Woodbury Lane,
Main Stre.t~t.Strawberry Hill Road, Barrett’s Mill Road, Barnes Hill Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Acton, Concord

STATE:

Massachusetts
CODE COUNTY:

025 Middlesex
CODE

Ui. I

1-1010 REFERENCE

‘HOTO CREDIT: 3. Michael Franceschi
)ATE OF PHOTO: 1971

1EGATIVE FILED AT:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, State House, Boston, Mass., 02133
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general view to the northwest on Strawberry Hill Road in Concord
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ACTON-CONCORD- The Isaac Davis Trail

U.S.G.S.- Concord, Mass.- 1958

Maynard, Mass.-~1965
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